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Two trees
Genesis 2:8-9

8 The LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man whom He 

had formed. 9 And out of the ground the LORD God made every tree grow that is pleasant 

to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
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Humans in God’s image
Genesis 1:26-27

26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all 
the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 So God created man in 
His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them 

Romans 8:14-17

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not 
receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption [5206 the 
placing of a son, i.e., adoption] by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit Himself 
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs--
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be 
glorified together.

1 Corinthians 2:16

For "who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?" But we have the mind 
of Christ.
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To love as God loves
1 John 4:7-11, 16

7 Beloved, let us love [25G agape to love in a social or moral sense, a deliberate assent of 
the will as a matter of principle, duty, and propriety] one another, for love is of God; and 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know 
God, for God is love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent 
His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not 
that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another… 16 And we have known 
and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in 
God, and God in him.

1 John 3:1-3

1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called 
children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but 
we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 
And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
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Eat from the tree of life
Revelation 2:1, 7

1 "To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, 'These things says He who holds the seven 

stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands: …7 He who 

has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will 

give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God." '

5



The other tree
Genesis 3:1-6

1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. 

And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?" 

2 And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 3 but of the 

fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat it, nor shall 

you touch it, lest you die.' " 4 Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 5 For 

God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 

knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was 

pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She 

also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.

Genesis 3:22-24

22 Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and 

evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever"--

23 therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he 

was taken. 24 So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of 

Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.
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The other tree
Romans 8:5-11

5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is 

death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity 

against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who 

are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed 

the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is 

not His. 10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life 

because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 

in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 

His Spirit who dwells in you.
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The two trees and our time
1 John 3:10-16

10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not 

practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother. 11 For this 

is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another, 12 not 

as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? 

Because his works were evil and his brother's righteous. 13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if 

the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love 

the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death. 15 Whoever hates his 

brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 By 

this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our 

lives for the brethren.
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The two trees and our time
2 Peter 1:10-11

10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if 
you do these things you will never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 2:1-9

1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom 
declaring to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined not to know anything among you 
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 3 I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much 
trembling. 4 And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith should not be in the 
wisdom of men but in the power of God. 6 However, we speak wisdom among those who are 
mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 
But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before 
the ages for our glory, 8 which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear 
heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those 
who love Him."
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The two trees and our time
1 Corinthians 2:10-14

10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, 

yes, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of 

the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that 

we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 13 These things 

we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, 

comparing spiritual things with spiritual [Interlinear: communicating spiritual things by 

spiritual means]. 14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for 

they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

Ecclesiastes 12:13

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, 

For this is man's all.
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The two trees and our future
Revelation 7:9-10

9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, 

of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 

clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud 

voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

Revelation 21:7

He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son.
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